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A certain vulgar Opinion controverted ; or, 
Cotton Wool, is it poifonous or not poifonous toa Sore? that is the 


Queftion. 


The circumftance of having fewed up a wound with cotton yarn, there being 
no filk at hand, which, by certain Anowing ones was pronounced to be bad 
tice, was what gave occafion to the following obfervations. They were, 
indeed, calculated to this particular circumftance, and under a certain lati- 
tude ; but, like new made almanacks, it is believed they will ferve for many 
ether places without any fenfible variation. 


Ir is faid that coTToON is poifonous toa fore. Indeed! 
but who faid fo? Why, it is an obfervation of my grand- 
mother; fhe had it of an aunt, who received it from her great- 
grandfather, to whom it had defcended in the line of his ancef- 
tors through feventeen generations. It was firft introduced 
into the family by an old female acquaintance; fhe had it of 
an unmarried elderly lady, living in the neighborhood, who was 
always noted for being very ready and willing among the fick. 
‘This woman learned it of an Itimerant do€tor,.of whom fhe 
occafionally took medicines, who, as it is reported, had it of an 
Indian fquaw, and fhe brought it into the world with her! { 


To doubt the propriety of an opinion fo venerable for its an- 
tiquity, may, undoubtedly, be matter of aftonifhment. The 
prefent, however, is an age of inquiry, and of free inveftigation : 
and however much I may abhor tyrants and kingly power, yet, 
in my opinion, there is no flavery more ignominious than that 
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of the mind. I hope, therefore, I fhall be permitted to proceed 
in this inquiry ; and I flatter myfelf, that in the end I fhall be 
able to make it appear, that this opinion is tyrannical and op- 
preflive ; that it is an impofition upon the human underftand- 
ing; that it is fraught with great abfurdity, and fometimes with 
rifchief. 

In doing this, I fhall reft the burden of my argument princi- 
pally upon one gueftion. It will, perhaps, he new to fome of 
you ; indeed, many, I prefume, never thought of it before. 


“It is this—W, hat REASON is there for fuppg of tng Cotton to be 


poifonous to a fore? 


Does this appear from any inveftigation which has ever been 
made of its qualities? Do you know it from any poftive effecis 
of this nature, which have ever fallen under your OWN obfer- 
vation ? Can you difcover it by tafting, by {melling, by decoc- 
tion, or by tincture? What produét do you gain from it by 
diftiliation ? Scattered on bese and butter, did you ever know 
it anfwer any purpofe in defroying RATS ? 


Now, profefling my high confideration and moft dutiful re- 
{pect for all the grandmothers, great-grandmothers, unmarried 
elderly women, &c. who either live or have lived, together with 
my implicit faith and moft cordial belief in all their opinions, 
maxims, and common fayings, which they have ever taught and 
believed, or would have believed, many of them, had they lived 
to a more advanced age, except fo much as relates to cotton wool, 
which being a dry, infipid, inodorous fubfiance, perfectly defti- 
tute of any medicinal quality hitherto difcovered or known, I 
do therefore proclaim my diffent to the idea of its being poi/on- 
ous to a wound. . 


But perhaps in all this, fome may fuppofe I am no more 
than jefling ; my intention, however, is to be /erious, and I 
with to be thought fo. I confider it one of the greateft evils 
to medical fcience and medical men, that there are fo many 
perfons, who, without experience and without knowledge, are 
fo ready to approve or condemn things in a phyfician of which 
they know nothing. I am not one of thofe, however, who 
with to fhroud themfelves in darknefs on medical fubjects ; 
nor do I wifh £0 conceal the principles of my own practice. 
Neyer would I difguife a medicine, could I know beforehand 
that my patient and my patient’s friends were free to exercife 
a natural fhare of common fenfe. And as I would not like 
again, and on a fimilar occafion, to meet with fo bold an inter- 
ference in my profeffional duties, I will now aitempt a plain 
illuftration of the principles which governed my choice of cotton 
yarn in preference Yo linen, in this inftance of fewing up a 
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wound. And firft, every perfon, by feeling on a cotton and 

then on a linen rag, will difcover a remarkable difference ; the 

linen rag is exceedingly fmooth and even to the touch, whereas 

the cotton one feels more rough and irritating. Secondly, the 

fame perfon, if he will take the trouble to examine a thread 
made of cotton and another made of flax, will find the linen 

thread remarkably Aard, fo that by forcibly drawing it againft 

the flefh, it may be made to cut through the fkin; on the other 
hand, he will find the cotton thread to poffefs a great degree 

of foftnefs, fo as to be utterly incapable of any fuch effect. 

Whence this conclufion follows—that, in cafe of fores, where 
there is an extent or furface of raw flefh, and applications are 
made to it with an intention that it fhould heal over, in fuch 

cafes a linen rag is preferable, on account of its /moothne/s being 

lefs fubje€t to chafe and irritate the fore; where parts have) 
been cut or divided by fome fharp cutting inftrument, and the. 
intention is to retain by a ligature or ftitches the divided parts 

together, in order that the fides of the wound may unite, im 

fuch cafes cotton yarn is preferable on account of its /¢ftne/s, 

being lefs fubje& to cut and tear the flefh. A greater or a lefs 

degree of {welling, as moft people muft know, fucceeds to every 

wound ; as the {welling proceeds and increafes, the wound in- 
clines to gape open; in this ftate, the lips or edges of the wound 
having been previoufly fewed together, the fkin is drawn forci- 
bly and hard againft the ftitches or threads. If then the thread 
ufed in taking thefe ftitches be of a hard, wirey nature, the 
fkin, in that cafe, is exceedingly apt to be cut and torn, in con~ 
fequence of which the wound gapes open, the cure is delayed, 

and the intention of the furgeon is defeated. 


Thus have I attempted a brief iiluftration of this fubjeé, 
and I fubmit it to the common underftanding and apprehenfion 
of every one, if what I have faid be not the truth. No more, 
then, of the poifon of cotton to fores, and a thoufand other things, 
which thwart the rational purpofes and views of the phyfician. 

Mankind are too much given to prejudice ; they fuck in 
opinions like their mother’s milk, and trouble themfelves no 
more with a confideration of their fitnefs, than the unthinking 
infant does of the food by which it is nourifhed or the air it 
breathes. Painful muft it be to every mind of refle€tion, in + 
certain cafes, to fee the credulity of human nature. Under- 
ftanding is infulted, reafon debafed, and common fenfe kicked 
out of doors. While we poffefs the faculties of intelligence, 
let us exercife them fo as to do honor to ourfelves and juftice. 
to the whole human race. 


Maffachufetts, March 4, 1807. 
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Of Cold Water, as a Remedy in the Scarlet Fever and 
Ulcerated Sore Throat. 


Tuts is that difeafe, which, with the greater proportion 
of people, is ufually known by the name of Raf, Canker Ra/b, 
or Threat Difemper ; all which, inftead of being fo many dif- 
ferent difeafes, as they are ufually apprehended to be, are only 
different {pecies of one and the fame difeafe.* 

Our bufinefs at this time, is to exhibit fome of the examples 
and the fuccefs of the ufe of cold water, by affufion, in this 
oftentimes violent, moft diftrefling, and very fatal difeafe. ‘The 
bare mention of co/d water, as a remedy in fever and other dif- 
eafes, will undoubtedly bring to the recollection of the reader 
we name of Dr. Currie, who has done fo much to eftablifh a 

tional theory on this fubje&, and who at this moment is re- 
Ctiving the gratitude of thoufands in Europe, as the rich reward 
of his labor and patience. 

We have already, in a former number of this work,} given a 
brief fketch of the Doétor’s practice, with this remedy, in ner- 
vous fever, together with our motives for doing it. We fhall 
now do the fame, as it refpets the difeafe under confideration. 


*¢ Upon the attack of this difeafe, after fome fhivering and 
other fymptoms of incipient fever, in an hour or two the heat 
begins to return, and f{peedily mounts up far beyond the tem- 
perature of health. It is on the firft appearance of this high 
temperature, that it is neceflary to aé& with vigor. On our 
conduct at this critical feafon, the patient’s life often depends. 

«© The plan that I follow,” obferves the Doctor, ‘ if called 
in at this early period, is, to ftrip the patient and dafh four or 
five gallons of ” cold water ‘over his naked body. ‘This pro- 
duces its ufual cooling effects; but thefe are lefs permanent 
than in typhus. In one or two hours afterwards, the heat is 
often found, on examination, as great as before; the affufion 
is therefore again and again repeated, as the obftinacy of the 
heat may indicate. It is fometimes neceflary to ufe it ten or 
twelve times in twenty-four hours. At the end of this time, 
but commonly earlier, the force of the fever is broken; and a 
few tepid affufions, at longer intervals, are fuflicient to fubdue 
it entirely........A difpofition to reft and fleep follows this 
bold arreftation of the fever. 


* * Experience decides, that the fimple Scarlet Fever, the Scarlatina Angi- 
nofa, the Scarlatina (or Angina) Maligna, andthe Scarlet Ulcerated Sore Throat, 
without the efflorefcence on the fkin, are merely varieties of one difeafe.” See 
Dr. Willan’s Third Pamphlet on Cutancous Difeafes, page 281; a very rare 
and valuable work. 


+ Page 161. 
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‘In cafes where, from the timidity of parents or the appre- 
henfions of thofe with whom we are called to confult, this 
decifive praétice cannot be fully adopted, the tepid affufion may 
be had recourfe to, with very confiderable but inferior effect. 
It will not arreft the difeafe, unlefs very flight, but it will mod- 
erate its violence by diminifhing the heat.” 


The following is an example of the Doétor’s praétice, in the 
cafes of two of his own children, one five and-the other three 
years of age, in the fummer of 1801. The Doétor’s family 
was at that time in the country. 


«¢ Qn the morning of the 15th of Auguft,” the Door ob- 
ferves, ‘*a meflage was fent me, that the eldeft of the two had 
been reftlefs and uneafy in the night, with feverifh chills, and 
pain in his head and back. I faw him in feven hours from the 
firft of thefe chills; he was then becoming hot, and had vo 
ited up his tea; his face and neck were beginning to flu 
rer The youngeft brother followed him ftep by ftep, at 
diftance of about feven hours. The heat of the eldeft fi 
raifed the mercury of the thermometer to 106°, 107°, and 108°, 
[y8° is about the ufual temperature of health] aad in both the 
{ymptoms prognofticated a violent difeafe...... I fhut myfelf 
up with thefe boys entirely; and with plenty of pump water 
and a pocket thermometer, I prepared, not without anxiety, to 
combat this formidable difeafe...... As foon as the fenfation 
of heat was fteady in my oldeft boy, I {tripped him naked, and 
poured four gallons of water over him of the temperature of 
64°. The ufual good effects immediately appeared, but at the 
end of two hours he was as hot as ever ; the remedy was again 
applied, and repeated as the return of heat indicated. By the 
time the eldeft was ready for his third affufion, the youngeft 
was ready for his firft. ‘The heat rofe in the eldeft to 109°, in 
the youngeft to 108°, and the pulfe in each was upwards of 
150. In thirty-two hours the firft had the affufion fourteen 
times 3 eight times cold, twice cool, and four times tepid. 
Twelve affufions fufficed in the cafe of the youngeft, of which 
feven were cold. ‘The fever was in both completely fubdued.” 


Such is the Doctor’s practice in his own family. Hence, 
and from many other facts, examples, and cafes, prefented in 
his * Medical Reports,” it appears, that cold water, JUDICIOUSLY 
applied, will, under certain circumftances, extinguith fever no 
lefs than fire. 

We have been induced to take this view of the fubje&, in 
confequence of a letter from a much refpeted friend, who is 
exprefs in recommendation of this practice, having feen the 
fuccefs of it in the town where he lives. We fhal! conciude 
with an extract from this gentleman’s letter. 
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Extra of a private Letter from a Gentleman of great refpeEtability 
to the Editor, dated * * * *, September 18, 1806. 


As the Throat Diftemper (as it is called in this country) is a 
very deftructive malady, I was furprifed to find, in the eflay on 
the Angina Maligna, publifhed in your fourth number,* that 
no mention was made of the external ufe of cold water for its 

pcure, or even for its relief. Dr. Currie, in the third edition of 
his ‘ Medical Reports,” moft exprefsly extols its ufe in this dif- 
eafe ; in confequence of the fuccefs which has attended the 
employment of it by himfelf and by profeffor Gregory, each in 
the cafe of /everal of his own children ; confirmed by a confider- 
able variety of inftances in the practace of himfelf and others. 
The remedy has been applied in this town without any incop- 
venience ; but the heat of the fkin has not been fufficient to 
uuftify its repetition, unlefs in one cafe, when cold water was 
wn over a child five times in twenty-four hours, with the 
pieft refult, as it terminated in a perfe€&t cure. It is faid 
fo, that fome one in the interior of the country has had fimilar 
fortune, in repeated inftances. 
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For the MEDICAL ann AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 
Of Clover, and its great Importance in Agriculture. 


CLoveER is univefally known as being an excellent 
grafs; but how much farmers have it in their power to improve 
their farms by means of this fertilizing plant, is not generally 
known in thefe New England States. 


«The feed of clover was firft brought .to England from 
Brabant in Flanders, foon after the conclufion of the horrible 
civil wars, occafioned by the rival claims of the houfes of York 
and Lancafter; and the circumftance of its being brought ori- 
ginally from Flanders, has given it the name of Flanders gra/s. 
The introduction and cultivation of this grafs in England, fo 
exceedingly altered and improved the face of the country, in a 
very few years, that it was thought to have indemnified the 
nation, in point of property, for the ravages and waftes of the 
{then} late wars. | 


* Page 49. 
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« The white clover makes the beft of pafture. It nourifhes 
and fattens animals beyond any others grafs. It gives a rich 
and delicious flavor to mutton, and to the milk of cows, and 
produces butter and cheefe of the higheft excellence.—The fed - 
clover, while it produces the beft hay for horfes, at the fame 
time, enriches the ground. As it is tap-rooted, like the carrot, 
it draws a portion of its nourifhment from a depth below the 
furface, to which the roots of moft other plants do not extend ; 
and after the {ward is turned over by the plough, and the foots 
of this clover are diflolved, they make a fine manure, and in a 
meafure prepare the ground for wheat, or almoft any other érop.” 


«One of the cheapeft and moft obvious improvements,” 
obferves a writer of the middle States, “and to which England 
is more indebted than to any other, is the fowing of grafs feeds, 
and particularly clover, and putting in their wheat upon a clover 
lay inftead of an expenfive fallow.” The practice is as folloWg : 
The clover field, having been mowed or fed off, is gene 
turned up the /econd year of its having been laid down to grams. 
The ploughing takes place a little before the time of fowmg 
the wheat. A fecond ploughing would be of material injury,. 
as is abundantly provéd by experiment. About eighteen or 
twenty days from the time of ploughing, the weather and other 
circumftances being favorable, the roots of the clover will have 
begun to rot. ‘This is the exact time to put in the wheat. 
‘The land is previoufly harrowed in a direCtion with the furrows, 
the wheat fown and harrowed in, without fo much, if poffible, 
as turning up or moving from its bed a fingle furrow. This is 
what is called fowing or putting in wheat upon a clover Jay, and 
is confidered one of the greateft improvements in modern agri- 
culture. Even in the middle States, in purfuance of this prac- 
tice, together with the ufe of gypfum, the face of the country, 
in many places, has been entirely renovated, and what before 
was a barren field is now converted to a fruitful foil. 

There are many tracts of pine land in thefe New England 
States, which, generally, are never feeded with grafs, and which 
it is believed might be improved much in the fame way, ex- 
cepting perhaps the«fubitituting of rye for wheat. I have 
myfelf feen as fine clover growing on fome of thefe pine lands, 
as upon any lands whatever, after they had been brought into a 
proper ftate of fertilization. In the middle States, I believe 
about one half of the clover feed intended to be put in, is fowed 
at the time of fowing the wheat; the other half is referved and 
fowed about the time of the going off of the {now in the fpring. 
In this way they are rarely if ever difappointed, and generally 
take one cutting of grafs fome time after taking off the wheat. 


A FRIEND TO IMPROVEMENTS. 
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A Comparifon between the Advantages and Difadvantages 
of Agriculture in Britain and in America, By Ropert K. 
IVINGSTON, 5/9. : 


Tue firft advantage England poffeffes, confifts in her early 
{pring ; this enables the farmer to commence his work fooner 
than he can in this country : to this caufe it is owing, that fuch 
crops as require early fowing on a well prepared fallow, fucceed 
better in Britain than here. Barley, for inftance, requires four 
good {pring ploughings, and yet fhould be put in by the firft 
of May; this cannot be done here, except upon very light 
Jands, our clays being hardly fit to plough before May; but 
light land will not produce good barley without manure. In 
England it may be raifed to advantage on ftrong loams, and 
even on clay. It is for this reafon that barley is nearly as 
cheap in England as here, though every other grain is nearly 
fixty per cent. dearer than in America. The fame reafoning 
sie to beans, which are unproductive in England, unlefs 
fo@n in February and March, which is hardly poffible here on 
ftrong clays, the foil thefe require. Turnips cannot be raifed 
in our climate to advantage, as a food for cattle; the feafon in 
which they are fown being ufually very dry, and the plants 
liable to be deftroyed by the fly. 

Great Britain has alfo fome advantage over us in the fhort- 
nefs of the winter, but much lefs than is generally imagined, 
Their autumn is cold and wet; and though there is fome ap- 
parent verdure, yet the vegetation is fo flow, as to render it 
ufual for good farmers to houfe their cattle by the firit of 
November, rather than fuffer them to poach their fields, in 
gleaning a fcanty fubfiftence from them; nor do they turn 
them to pafture till late in April. 

Thefe, I believe, are all the advantages that the Britifh far- 
mers fairly claim over us, Let us now examine thofe we ex- 
clufively poflefs, The nobleft of thefe is the maize, or Indian 
corn [which does not grow in England.] Neither the beans* 
or turnips* of Britain can be compared with this plant. Firft, 
it need not be planted till the laft of May, fo that the farmer is 
never hurried by it with his {pring work. Secondly, it is cul- 
tivated with a plough or horfe-hoe ; and as the plants are large, 
and placed at five feet diftance, there is ample room for this ; 
and though it is alfo ufual to hand hoe, yet, as this is done after 
the ground is loofened by the plough, and when the plant is a 
foot high, and then only juft about the ftem, it is eafier to hoe 
ten acres of this than one of the turnips or beans. ‘Thirdly, it 






* Both thefe (beans and turnips) are important crops in England, for the 
feeding of horfes, cattle, and fheep.—— E. 
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defies the drought, and never fails to make ample returns to 
the hufbandman that cultivates it with diligence ; forty bufhels 
an acre being a common yield when well tended, and from 
fixty to feventy in a good foil and in the beit {tate of cultivation. 
The grain furnifhes a palatable and nutritious food for man, and 
is greatly fuperior to any other fpecies for farm ftock. And 
while bean-haulm is of little value, the tops and blades of maize 
are not inferior, if gathered in feafon, to the beft hay; and as 
this crop is eafily and neceflarily kept clean, it is the beft of 
all fallow crops. : 

The want of turnips in this country, may be amply compen- 
fated by carrots, which may be raifed at lefs expenfe here than 
in Britain, becaufe we have much fewer weeds, which are the 
greateft enemies to that root; by cabbages and potatoes, which 
grow well here; and by pumpkins, which are raifed in very 
confiderable quantities in our Indian corn fields, without any 
other expenfe than that of dropping a few feeds in the hills and 
carting the crop. Nor can I help recommending them ag a 
rich and nutritious food, that will fave two month’s hay, if ufed 
in the beginning of winter, and afford milk and butter equal ip 
quantity and quality to the fineft pafture. 

Thefe legumines would not be fo much negleéted here as 
they generally are, were it not that hay is made in this country 
at half the expenfe that it requires in the moift climates of 
Britain. Vegetation there is extremely flow ; their fpring is 
nearly one month earlier than ours; yet, though their wheat 
begins to grow in March, it is not reaped till late in Augutt ; 
ours is cut fix weeks earlier, though it does not begin to vege- 
tate till late in April; fo that it takes five and one half months 
in Britain, to perfect a crop which is performed here in little 
better than three.’ The fame caufes influence the growth of 
grafs. In foils, therefore, of equal quality, much lefs will grow 
in a given time in Britain than in America, as I infer from the 
general average of their clover and natural grafs in not exceed- 
ing ours, though they are longer in a growing ftate. It is true, 
that the moiiture of the climate, and mild winters, give a great 
verdure to their fields at fome feafons; but this is only an 
apparent advantage, which deceives fuperficial obfervers, while 
it is attended with real inconveniences ; firft, the grafs itfelf is 
by that circumftance rendered lefs nutritious, as is well known 
by every farmer ; fecondly, while the hay is lighter, it is got 
in at more expenfe than ours, which is made at the drieft fea- 
fon of the year. In our crops of grain we enjoy fimilar advan- 
tages their harvefts are frequently wet, while nine years in 
ten ours is got in without the leaft obftruction from rain. The 
produce would alfo, I am well fatisfied, be greater here than ina 
England, on highly cultivated foils, fince it is well known 
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that the ftrength of the ftraw depends upon the daynefs of the. 
feafon. In a moift climate, therefore, without fufficient fun 
to harden the ftraw, heavy crops muft be very often injured 
by lodging, efpecially if we take into confideration, that high 
winds are much more ufual in Great Britain than here. Blight 
and mildew are effe&ts of a moift climate. ‘Thefe are feldom 
and partially known in this country, prevailing only in, particu- 
lar diftri€ts, in extraordinary feafons. In Bgitain it often hap- 
pens, that wet weather, when the wheat is iv bloflom, affects 
all the wheat in the kingdom, many parts of which, on this 
account, do not pretend to raife it. : 

If vegetation is flower in Britain than here, and if the grafs 
is alfo lefs nutritious, it muft follow, that with the fame atten- 
tion to ftock our paftures with the beft grafs, and to keep the 
cattle out of them at improper feafons, a larger ftock may be 
maintained on the fame quantity of ground in this cotintry than 
in England ; and thus the difference in the length of our winter 
be amply compenfated. ‘This obfervation leads me to a cir- 
cumftance in Britifh hufbandry, which might be advantageoufly 
practifed by us. Many of their farmers fow rye, for the ufe 
of their fheep and lambs, in the fpring. In order to do this, 
they muft be at the expenfe of a fallow; and as their rye grows 
two-fifths flower than ours, it muft follow, that they can only 
keep three fheep where we may have five. If, therefore, this 
practice is advantageous in England, it would be much more 
fo in America, to fow our corn fields with rye, to feed off with 
fheep in the {pring, not only becaufe of the additional numbers 
we can keep, but becaufe we are more pinched for theep-food 
in the fpring ; befides that, the rye that cofts the Britifh farmer 
a complete fallow, cofts us nothing but the feed, if fown among 
the corn when it is topped. As five fheep will leave more 
manure than three, the rye field fo fed down, will be left in 
better order here than it would be in England. 

In the healthfulnefs of our ftock, we have great advantages 
over Britain. Among our black cattle I have been told that 
fome diforders prevail, though they are fo extremely rare, that 
in twenty years fince I commenced farming, I do not recollect 
to have loft one creature, unlefs it were by fome accidental 
hurt; nor have I known any others to die among my neigh- 
bors, except from the fame caufe, or bad keeping in the {pring ; 
and while the rot {weeps away whole flocks of fheep in Britain, 
it is a diforder entirely unknown in this country. 

All thefe natural advantages being in favor of the American 
farmer, I fhall be afked how it happens that the Jands in Britain 
are more produ€tive ? The anfwer is, More labor is expended 
upon lefs land there; and the produ is always in proportion 
to the labor, the foil, and the climate. 
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For the MEDICAL arp AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 
Of Bots, and the proper Treatment of Horfes affected by them. 


By Dr. RowLanp GREEN. 
DR. ADAMS, 


W HEN I forwarded the communication re{pecting 
the horfe bee, I then thought never to write one fyllable again 
on the fubject. Since that time, I have been requefted, by 
fome of your fubfcribers, to reply to fome pieces, which have. 
appeared in the Regifter, on the fame fubje&t; and having a 
propenity to aid the caufe of inquiry, I have attempted it. 

e gentlemen who have communicated on the fubjeét are 
thanked, and I hope will be excited to further inveftigation. 


In addition to what was faid in Regifter No. 4, refpeéting 
the removal of bots from the horfe’s itomach, it may not be 
improper to obferve, that it is difficult to phyfic a horfe effe&tu- 
ally, that a larger quantity is required than is generally thought 
neceflary, and that calomel, given in quantities of half an ounce, 
feldom has any effet on bots, except in their infant ftate, and 
even then it is to be doubted whether it will be generally effec- 
tual. Horfes do not commonly manifeft fymptoms of bors, 
until the infeéts have confiderably advanced towards their full 
growth, and then phyfic, however ufeful in removing inflam- 
mation, will have little effect in removing them from the 
{tomach. 

With refpect to blood-letting, it is eafily performed with a 
phleme in the jugular veins. Bleeding in the mouth is im- 
proper, as the quantity taken cannot be known. When a horfe 
is difeafed with bots, large bleedings are neceflary, as {mall 
_ loffes of blood anfwer no valuable purpofe. We ought not to 
fuppofe that blood-letting is not a proper remedy, becaufe it 
does not always cure: it ought to be the firft refort, and not 
the laft, when every prefcription is unavailing. ‘Lime and op- 
portunity are loft, by thofe who tamper with a fick horfe, day 
after day, tormenting him with frequent drenches, with a view 
to remove the iniects from the ftomach, until the poor animal 
finks irrecoverably, either from the preflure of difeafe, or the 
improper prefcriptions, or both. About the roth of March, 
1806, a {mall horfe was feized with the fymptoms of bots. 
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The fymptoms, efpecially the cough, increafed rapidly to the 
15th, at which time fix pints of blood was taken from one of 
the jugular veins: this moderated the tymptoms ; but it was - 
thought proper to take more blood, and on the 17th fix pints 
more was taken, and feemed to perfeét the cure. The horfe 
was fit for common labor in a few days, and no fymptom of 
difeafe remained. The inflammatory affection of the lungs was 
removed, and not the bots, which were the caufe of that affec- 
tion. However, as the bots were not removed, but continued 
to prey upon the ftomach, all the fymptoms were liable to recur 
again, fo long as the infects remained there, and continued to 
act. And this took place: for towards the end of May, the 
fymptoms again appeared, and increafed to the 2d of June, 
when feven pints of blood was taken, on which all the fymp- 
toms difappeared, and have never fince occurred; neither was 
it greatly to be expected from the fame crop of infeéts, for in 
the months of June and July they pafs off, and feek an afylum 
in the earth. 

Some fuppofe that no prefcription is of any ufe, except it 
removes the infects ; but let thofe gentlemen refle&t, how often 
they have feen children laboring under inflammatory fymptoms, 
caufed as they fay (and perhaps rightly) by worms ; they have 
adminiftered antiphlogiftics, and the patients have recovered, 
without the lofs of a fingle worm. It is a faét, that many 
complaints, arifing from irritation, may be mitigated, and the 
patients made comfortable, when the caufe of that irritation 
cannot be immediately removed. 

In making experiments and obfervations, we ‘ought to be 
diveited of all partiality, have no favorite hypothefis to fupport, 
and to have no view but the difcovery of truth.” «Superficial 
obfervations are apt to lead into error, and often contribute to 
raife the reputation of foolifh prefcriptions.” 

In Regiiter No. 6, falt is mentioned as a preventive means, 
aifo certain preparations of mercury. From a number of ex- 
periments, it appears, that the frequent or daily application of 
{trong brine to the parts where the bee places her eggs, is no 
bar to prevent her object, neither will it injure the eggs. Sep- 
tember 6, 1806, immerfed a number of eggs in ftrong brine, 
and after twenty-four hours had elapfed they were ‘taken out, 
and on the 16th were examined, and found to contain the in- 
feéts in good health. Salt is undoubtedly good for a horfe, but 
that it is ufeful to prevent bots from injuring him is not proba- 
ble. ‘The daily application of mercurial ointment, fo powerful 
in deftroying vermin, will not entirely prevent the bee from 
her defign, yet it may deftroy the eggs; but in this way, it 
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would be expenfive as well as difagreeable, and fall far fhort of 
that fimple and eafy plan of fcraping them off with a knife. 
Mercury is not fo effectual in deftroying bots as is generally 
thought. September 16, 1806, immerfed a number of {mall 
bots, with one which was full grown, in a ftrong folution of 
corrofive fublimate; the fmall bots died in about fixty minutes, 
but the full grown one was taken out fix hours after its immer- 
fion apparently unhurt. 

In Regifter No. 10, alum water is recommended to be * ef-+ 
fe€tual to detach bots from the coats of the horfe’s ftomach,” 
&c. But (fays the writer) when the bots have worked through 
the coats of the ftomach, he cannot be cured with alum water; 
but if it be given before the bots have worked holes through 
the coats of the ftomach, the horfe foon recovers.” Mr. Har- 
rington fpeaks with great confidence in alum water ; he fays, 
s¢ it never has failed with him.” Others, perhaps, have fpoken 
with as much confidence in rum, tobacco, aloes, &c. &c. 
Some time fince experiments were made on bots with alum, 
but the minutes are loft, and all that is recolleéted is, that the 
refult was fuch as gave no confidence in it.—A gentleman in 
this vicinity, in December laft, had a horfe feized with {ymp- 
toms of bots, and was direéted to try Mr. Harrington’s alum 
procefs, which he did with exactnefs, and the horfe died the 
following night. On opening the ftomach, &c. numerous {mall 
bots appeared, but the coats of the ftomach were not perforated, 
and in fact, the ftomach was lefs injured than is ufually the 
cafe. The bots were fmall, and had “ worked” no “holes” 
in the ftomach; but had produced much irritation. The lungs 
were affected as ufual. If alum could have any effect on bots, 
furely this was a favorable cafe: the bots were young, {mall, 
and lay in a fituation favorable to be acted upon by it; but the 
bots kept their hold; the alum did not detach them from the 
ftomach. Can alum be ufeful in cafes where the lungs are 
affected with inflammation and its confequences ? If the affec- 
tion of the lungs had been removed, it is highly probable that 
the horfe would not have died. It is not here fuggefted, that 
alum was the caufe of the horfe’s death, but that it is an im- 
proper prefcription to cure a horfe, when inflammation, &c. 
feems to be the immediate caufe of death. 

Mr. Harrington further fays, that the fmaller {fpecies of horfe 
bee “produces only the worms.” If this is true, the worms 
muft produce the bee. Experiment and obfervation prove oth- 
erwife. A bee of the fmaller fpecies was known to proceed 


* See page 58. 
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from a bot, which was fecured in a glafs veffel, while in its 
chryfalis ftate. 

We are informed, that in fome cafes the coats of the ftomach 
are perforated by the infeéts; and if our information is correét, 
in fuch cafes there can be no remedy. But fome may fuppofe 
that fuch cafes are incompatible with life—that the animal dies 
before fuch deftruction of the ftomach can take place; however, 
the prefumption is, that fuch cafes are ,feldom, and ought not 
to diffuade us from ufing proper means to preferve the life of 
that ufeful and noble animal. ‘The practice of forcing into the 
{tomach inflammatory articles, as rum, &c. and even boiling 
water, (which has been done) approximates to favage barbarity, 
without anfwering one valuable purpofe. ; 

Upon a moderate calculation, there dies annually 200 horfes, 
in the State of Maflachufetts, by means of bots; at the mod- 
erate price of 50 dollars each, the total amount of lofs will be 
10,000 dollars: certainly worth preferving. The preventive 
means (fee page 58) are eafy and certain; but when neglected, 
and difeafe has taken place, the remedy is doubtful. 

he writer of this paper was informed by an obferving man, 
who is in a line of feeing horfes difeafed with bots, that ‘ he 
had tried repeatedly, every method generally propofed, to de- 
tach bots from the ftomach, and had witneffed their inefficacy ;” 
that “ he had frequently noticed, that horfes difeafed with bots 
had a feverifh heat ;” and that, “in his opinion, bleeding large- 
ly, in the firft ftages of the difeafe, is the only known remedy, 
and by which he had frequently fucceeded.” 
R. GREEN, jun. 


Mansfield, February 3, 1807. 


Refult of M eteorological and other Obfervations, for February, 18 7 ; 
made at Deerfield, Warwick, Port{mouth, Hartford, and Boften. 
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; WEATHER. 


1 — Sund. rain laft night; a great 
frefhet; fnow, fair; mvers 
broke up; ice 2 feet thick 

2 — a little {now, fair 


3*) fair 
4*> and 
5*) cold 
6*— {now 
fair New Moon. 
*S Sund. and 
9*) cold — 


10 ) hazy weather, 
11 clouds 


12 and fome 
13°) funthine : 
14 — violent rain all day and night 


15 — Sund. raincon- )firft quarter. 

' tinued ; a wmartable Relves; 
a great deftruétion of mills, 
bridges, &c. fair P. M. vio- 
lent winds in the night 

16* 2 fair and 

ee cold 

18 — fnow, rain; a rawy night 

19 fair, 


20* 

21* > brifk 

22 f Sund. Full Moon. 
23 J winds ws 
24 — cloudy, night fnow, 4 to 8 ia. 
25 

26 fair 

27 





28 — overcatt 
Depth of water fallen in rain, Warwick, 5,75 inches ; fnow, 19 inches. 








' Warwick, February 28, 1807. 
This month has been cold; fome very heavy rains, and 
ftreams of water uncommonly high; fnow moftly diflolved and 
formed into folid ice ; fleighing tolerably good the greateft part 
of the month. Hay fcarce. 
Healthy except bad colds, which are met with more: or lefs . 
in almoft every family. Ww. C. 





Hartford, February 28, 1807. 


Mean degree of the three winter months, 25.72. The win- 
ter unufually cold: not fo much {now as fome years, but fteady 
cold.—Healthy in Hartford. 


Deerfield, February 28, 1807. 


We have had feveral violent rains this month, and as the 
ground: was covered with ice, very little water penetrated the 
earth, but ran into the rivers and produced fudden frefhets ; 
by the enormous piles of ice brought down by thefe, much 
damage has been fuftained, in this and fome of the adjacent 
towns, in the deftruction of mill-dams, bridges, &c. which have 
been fwept off. It is believed that the damage done through- 
out New England, is greater than that of any year fince the 
fettlement of the country. The ground is {till covered with 
ice, but very little {now remains. 


‘The month has been as healthy as ufual. EP. HOYT 


* Days of continued froft, according to obfervations made at Boffen ; or, 
days on which the range of the thermometer, through the whole twenty-four 
‘ours, was below 32°, or the freezing point. 
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To AcEnts for the Regifer. 


THE mails going out from 
Boflon are generally crowded or full, 
fo that the Regifter, for all thofe places 
where it is wifhed, cannot be received 
at the poft-office in this town, on the 
day of publication. Many of our 
Agenis, who have been in the habit 
of receiving their Regifters by mail, 
could, perhaps, as conveniently re- 
ceive them by ftage, or by the coaft- 
ers, or, where they have frequent op- 
portunities of fending into town, by 
} rivate perfons. In either of thefe, or 
any fuch way, which they could in fu- 
ture adopt, and would be fo good as to 
order, it would oblige us; as, fo doing, 
it would make room, and afford us a 
better leans of accommodating 
thofe who are in fituations to receive 
the Regifter no other way than by mail. 
Any direétion refpeéting their bundles 
and the places of Seti them left, for 


flages or coafters, fhall be faithfully 
attended to. And in refpe& to the 
Regifters which fhall continue to be 
fent by mail, we fhall be under a ne- 
ceflity of being one or two weeks in 
getting them out, and this fooner or 
later, according as there may be room 
for receiving them in the mails; fo 
that thofe * 4 our agents and fubferibers 
who are depending for them in this 
way, are not to be difappointed, if they 
do not receive the Regifter the firft or 
fecond week of its publication. We 
fhal] endeavor, however, in all inflan- 
ces, to be fo far in feafon, that each 
number fhall be received before an- 
other becomes due. _Numbets which 
have been or fhall be mifcarried and 
loft, as is fometimes the cafe, may be 
ordered again at a convenient opportu- 
nity, and fhall be fupplied anew. 


Bill of Mortality. - 


We muft be allowed to exprefs our 
regret, in not having been more gen- 
erally. favored with the attention of 
gentiemen of the clergy, in furnifhing 
us with the materials for a Bell of Mor- 
tality, where they have it in their 
pewer. Something fhort of twenty is 


the number of returns which have been 
received. We fhall delay making any 
ufe of thefe at prefent, hoping ftill that 
other gentlemen, from confiderations 
of public utility, will be induced yet 
to comply with our folicitations. 


To Corre/pondents. 


The parody by “‘ A Youth,” poflefles 
iBgenuity, but as we apprehend it might 
by fome be thought to carry refletions 
different from the meaning and inten- 
tion of the author, we hope we fhall 
be excufed in not giving it 4 place.— 
A communication from the Rev. T. 


Fiint, on the fubje& of improving 
meadow lands, was received too jate 
for this number ; it fhall appear in our 
next.—Alfo, our Fitchburg correfpon- 
dent is thanked foi his attention ; his 
communication, however, is neceflarily 
deferred to the nex, number. 
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CONDITIONS OF THE REGISTER. 


Pu sL1sSHED monthly, the laft Wednefday ofevery month, at One DoNar per 
annum, delivered at the office, payable half yearly, in advance. 
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